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INNOspace Masters Conference, 12 November 2026 

Preliminary Event Programme 

 

09:00 
 

Registration and Coffee Reception 

Networking, Exposition and facilities for bilateral discussions  
 

09:30 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks  

Dr Walther Pelzer, Member of DLR Executive Board, Director-General German Space Agency 

 

09:45 
 

10 years of INNOspace Masters  

Dr Walther Pelzer, Member of DLR Executive Board, Director-General German Space Agency 

Dr Franziska Zeitler, Head of Innovation & New Markets, German Space Agency  
 

10:00 Success Stories of INNOspace Masters 
 

10:30 
 

DLR Challenge “Groundbreaking Cross-Sector Innovations”  

Dr Walther Pelzer, Member of DLR Executive Board, Director-General German Space Agency 
Dr Franziska Zeitler, Head of Innovation & New Markets, German Space Agency  
 
Pitches of Winning Teams & Award Ceremony 
 

10:50 
 

Mercedes-Benz Car2Space Challenge “Space up your Drive”  

Ida Wolf, Vice President Development Innovations & Operations, Mercedes-Benz AG 
 
Pitches of Winning Teams & Award Ceremony 
 

   

 

11:15 Break into Sessions 
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11:20 Select Your Path: (A) Poster Session, (B) Student Competition Award Ceremony or 
Open Networking  

 (A) INNOspace Masters  
Poster Session                       
Exhibition Room 
 
Success Stories, Alumni Projects and 
Winning Teams 
 
Meet the Innovators! 
 
 
 

 

(B) Student Competition 
Award Ceremony 
Conference Room 

 
“Zeig mir dein Universum” 2026 – Student 
Competition, German Space Agency at DLR 
 
Dr Walther Pelzer, Member of DLR Executive Board, 

Director-General German Space Agency 

Dr Amelie Schönenwald, Reserve Astronaut, ESA 

12:00 Lunch Break & Networking  

13:00 
 

Airbus Challenge “Boosting Earth-Space Industry Partnerships” 

Dr Marc Steckling, Head of Space Systems Germany, Airbus D&S 
Andreas Linmann, KAM Technical Strategy and R&D Management Germany, Airbus D&S 
 
Pitches of Winning Teams & Award Ceremony 

 

13:25 
 

Panel Discussion 

Shaping the Future of the Space Sector: Goals, Priorities, and Cross-Industry 
Benefits 
 
Dr Walther Pelzer, Director-General of the German Space Agency at DLR 
Christine Klein, Director of Controlling, Finance and Operational Procurement, ESA 
Dr Marc Steckling, Head of Space Systems Germany, Airbus D&S  
Dr Markus Moeller, Executive Board Member for Corporate and Business Development, OHB SE 
Ida Wolf, Vice President Development Innovations & Operations, Mercedes-Benz AG 

14:05 
 

OHB Challenge “Sovereign End-to-End Systems” 

Dr Markus Moeller, Executive Board Member for Corporate and Business Development, OHB SE 
Niklas Voigt, Head of Think Tank R&D, OHB SE 
 
Pitches of Winning Teams & Award Ceremony 
 

14:30 Break into Sessions 
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14:35 Select Your Path: (A) Poster Session, (B) Thematic Session or Open Networking  

 (A) Poster Session  
Exhibition Room 
 
Success Stories, Alumni Projects and 
Winning Teams 
 
Meet the Innovators! 
 

 

(B) Thematic Session  
Conference Room 

 
From Launch to Scale: Building Success Across 
Europe's New Space Ecosystem 
 
German Scale Up (tbd) 
Daniel Seidel, CEO and Founder, Live EO 
 
Moderated by (tbd) 

15:00 Coffee Break 

15:20 ESA Business Applications Challenge “Space for a Resilient Society” 

Dr Rita Rinaldo, Head of Projects and Studies Implementation Division, ESA 
Anke Freimuth, Coordinator ESA Business Applications Germany, German Space Agency at DLR 
 
Pitches of Winning Teams & Award Ceremony 

 

15:45 
 

Panel Discussion 
Accelerating Space Startups: Bridging Founders, Investors & Institutions 
 
Dr Amelie Schönenwald, Reserve Astronaut, ESA  
Dr Florian Schwandner, Director of Science & Applications, German Space Agency at DLR 
Stefan Schneider, Space Downstream Entrepreneurship Officer, EUSPA 
Iris Ten Have, Founding Principal, Visionaries Tomorrow 
Jannes Fischer, Founder, P3A 
 
 
Moderated by Hannes Olbrich, Acitoflux 

16:20 
 

ESA Business Incubation Challenge “Join the New Space Economy” 

Dr Andreas Kanstein, Managing Director, Centre of Satellite Navigation Hesse (cesah) 
Thorsten Rudolph, Managing Director, AZO Anwendungszentrum GmbH Oberpfaffenhofen  
 
Pitches of Winning Teams & Award Ceremony 
 

16:45 
 

Closing Keynote  

Dorothee Bär, Federal Minister of Research, Technology and Space 
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16:55 Awarding of Overall Winner INNOspace Masters 2026 

Dorothee Bär, Federal Minister of Research, Technology and Space 
Dr Walther Pelzer, Member of the DLR Executive Board, Director-General German Space Agency 
 

17:00-
18:30 

Press Photos and Open Networking 

 

Moderation: Claus Kruesken                                  Location: Futurium – Alexanderufer 2, 10117 Berlin 


